
Professional outlook

Opportunities

• High levels of self employment
• Always areas of growth and opportunities 

to learn new skill
• Opportunities for creative work
• Designers often work in creative 

environments
• Multiple career paths
• Team and collaborative environments
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Risks
• Competitive industry
• Quickly changing technology
• Lower barrier to entry
• Agency work can require long 

hours



What makes a great designer?

Communication
A huge part of success in the design industry. You need to be able to 
present ideas and information in a convincing manner.

Passion and Drive
Having a passion for the work and a drive to always get better are 
hallmarks of good designers.

Openness/Ability to Take Criticism
You will always get feedback from clients, managers and peers. Sometimes 
the feedback is constructive and other times it is not. The ability to take 
feedback calmy and openly can be very helpful.

Problem Solving
Designers solve a number of problems daily. These can be design-related 
like developing the best solution for a client project, or they can be 
working within printer or technical constraints.

Patience/Reliability/Project Management
Being reliable is a hallmark of a good designer. Being able to meet client 
deadlines and return work around quickly are highly desired traits in 
designers.
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52k Bachelors

Median Salary Average Education Growth 2015-2020

2.6% 73%
Businesses that invest

in design services



What you need to know

• Graphic designers are the communicators who create 
the visual look for many objects and uses.

• There are a variety of careers you can pursue with a 
graphic design background.

• Many designers have an area of specialty but may 
also have expertise that crosses multiple niches.

• There are many educational paths you can pursue to 
learn how to be a designer.

• While there are many opportunities in the design 
field, it is also very competitive, so honing your craft 
is very important.

• Expect life-long learning in this career.
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